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Commissioners’ Agenda Action Sheet
 

Meeting Date: October 15, 2024 
Subject: Interlocal Agreement for Contribution of Funds for Construction of Columbia Valley Center 

for Recovery with Franklin County ~ M Rasmussen 
Presenter: Matt Rasmussen 
Prepared By: Matt Rasmussen, Deputy County Administrator 
Reviewed By: Ryan Brown  
PA Review: Approved: Yes Denied: No N/A: No  
 (If denied, include reasoning)  
   
Type of Agenda Item: Scheduled Business 
 
 
Summary / Background Information 
Benton County purchased the old Kennewick General Hospital located at 900 S Auburn Street and is actively 
working on remodeling a portion of that building so it can house the Columbia Valley Center for Recovery, which will 
then provide many needed behavioral health care services. Benton County has, through a combination of local, 
state and federal money, sufficient funds to complete the remodel to provide a space in which a base scope of 
services could be provided. Local constituents and the Benton Franklin Behavioral Advisory Committee have 
identified a list of improvements, known as betterments, reflected on that if added to the project would further 
improve the treatment outcomes at the facility and have asked the two counties to consider providing additional 
construction funds to expand the scope of the capital improvements included in the project. The Benton Franklin 
Behavioral Health Advisory Committee recommended to both counties that the cost of identified betterments, in an 
amount not to exceed $12 million dollars, be funded and that the counties contribute equally to fund those additional 
improvement costs. Benton County authorized an additional $5.47 million to fund the recommended betterment at 
their meeting on July 23, 2024. 
 
Chapter 39.34, RCW permits local government units to make the most efficient use of their powers by enabling 
them to cooperate with other localities and thereby to provide services and facilities in a manner that will accord the 
best geographic, economic, population, and other factors influencing the needs and development of local 
communities. The Board of Franklin County Commissioners approved such an agreement at their regular meeting 
on October 3, 2024, authorizing an equal contribution to Benton County, not to exceed $5.47 million. 
 
Fiscal Impact 
Benton County will receive $5.47 million, in installments, for construction of the Columbia Valley Center for 
Recovery 
 
Recommendation 
Staff recommends that the Board approve the interlocal agreement with Franklin County 
 
Suggested Motion 
I move to approve the interlocal agreement for contribution of funds for construction of the Columbia Valley Center 
for Recovery 
 
Signatures Required on Agreements/Contracts 
Interlocal Agreement - Page 4, All Commissioners 
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